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A regular meeting of the Town of Cochecton was held on January 13 at 7:00 PM at the Cochecton Town Hall to hold a Public Hearing re: for 

the purpose of considering the purchase of +/- 3 acres of land located on Olsen Road adjacent to the existing sewer plant in accordance with a 
proposed sewer plant upgrade which will upgrade the quality of water through the use of a UV system thereby decreasing the amount of 

chlorine used and increasing the quality of the water in order to comply with Department of Environmental Conservation requirements.  The 
estimated cost of this land purchase and sewer plant upgrade is $100,000. 

 
 

PRESENT: Supervisor Gary Maas 
Councilperson Edwin Grund 

Councilperson Anna Story 
Councilperson Sean Nearing 

Councilperson Paul Salzberg 
 

OTHERS PRESENT:     
Margaret Richardson – Deputy Clerk 

Gregg Semenetz – CEO 
Larry Richardson – UDC Rep. 

 

Michael Walter –SPO 

Karin Mannino – Attorney 
Earl Bertsch- Planning Board 

 

Kevin Esselman – Hwy. Supt. 

Eileen Hennessy – Tax Collector 
 

MOTION:  On motion by Councilperson Story, seconded by Councilperson Nearing, the following motion was to open the Public Hearing 
re: Land purchase and proposed upgrade for the town sewer plant.    Time 7:04p.m.  All voted in favor 

 
Town Deputy Clerk read the legal notice which was placed in the River Reporter and on the Town’s website:   

LEGAL NOTICE PUBLIC HEARING 
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the Town Board of the Town of Cochecton, Sullivan County, New York will hold a Public 

Hearing at the Town Hall, 74 Smales Road, Lake Huntington, Sullivan County, New York, on the 13th day of January, 2016 at 7:00 

p.m. for the purpose of considering the purchase of +/- 3 acres of land located on Olsen Road adjacent to the existing sewer plant in 

accordance with a proposed sewer plant upgrade which will upgrade the quality of water through the use of a UV system thereby 

decreasing the amount of chlorine used and increasing the quality of the water in order to comply with Department of Environmental 

Conservation requirements.  The estimated cost of this land purchase and sewer plant upgrade is $100,000. 

BY ORDER OF  

COCHECTON TOWN BOARD 

Hollye Schulman, Town Clerk 

Dated:  December 24, 2015 

 
There was some discussion. Larry Richardson asked timeline for bids and what the cost of 3 acres of land is. Supervisor Maas said equipment 

upgrade will be advertised for bids and that he hopes to have the closing by the February 10
th

 meeting. The cost of land is $15,000.00 and the 
equipment upgrade estimated at $85,000. The upgrade will go out to bid. This is to replace the chlorine use for May to October months. The 

Town use will be required to reduce chlorine use to .01. Linda Drollinger asked if there will be a warranty on the upgrade. Supervisor Maas 
said that there will be a warranty in place. Larry Richardson shared that with UV systems, the bulbs lose their potency over time. It is 

recommended that the bulbs be replaced every 9 months to a year. This is much less labor intense than the chlorine system. Supervisor Maas 
added that the upgrade will phase out chlorine use and the water quality will be improved.  

 
MOTION: On motion by Councilperson Salzberg, seconded by Councilperson Story, to close this Public Hearing.  Time 7:20 p.m.  All 

voted in favor. 

 

Meeting was called to order by Supervisor Maas with the pledge to the flag at 7:30PM and he welcomed all. 
 

Supervisor Maas announced that he was going off the Agenda to do a presentation honoring Larry Richardson for his 20 years’ service as 
councilperson. A mantel clock with an inscription was presented.  

 

RESOLUTION # 16 

 

FY 2016  DEPUTY TOWN CLERK 

MOTION: On motion of Councilperson Salzberg, seconded by Councilperson Story, the following resolution was: 
WHEREAS, the COCHECTON TOWN BOARD when adopting the FY 2016 budget was unaware of a new position that would be required 

and needed to conduct its business for the FY2016.  The new position will be titled, Deputy Town Clerk, and will be appointed by the Town 

Clerk and paid at an hourly rate of $15.00/ hr.  A new line will be added to the FY 2016 budget, A 1410.101 under the title, “PERSONNEL – 
DEPUTY TOWN CLERK”.  A 1410.101 will be funded for $1500.00 from the contingency line A 1990.400 CONTINGENCY ACCOUNT, 

and  
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that budget line, A 1410.101 be created and designated PERSONNEL- DEPUTY TOWN CLERK and be 

funded in the amount of $1500.00 from line A 1990.400 CONTINGENCY ACCOUNT,  so that line A 1410.101 PERSONNEL-DEPUTY 
TOWN CLERK  reads $1500.00 and that line  A 1990.400 CONTINGENCY ACCOUNT reads $13,500.00. 

 

ADOPTED: AYES: 5  NAYS: 0  
 Supervisor Maas 
 Councilpersons: Grund, Story, Nearing and Salzberg 

 

RESOLUTION # 17 

 

TOWN OF COCHECTON SCHEDULE OF FEES AND RELATED PROCEDURES.    

MOTION: On motion of Councilperson Story, seconded by Councilperson Nearing, the following resolution was: WHEREAS, the 
Cochecton Town Board accepts the 2015 schedule of fees for year 2016. 

 

  ADOPTED: AYES: 5  NAYS: 0  
  Supervisor Maas 
  Councilpersons: Grund, Story, Nearing and Salzberg 
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RESOLUTION # 18 

 

THE TOWN OF COCHECTON IS THE LEAD AGENCY FOR LAND PURCHASE AND SEWER PLANT UPGRADE  

 
MOTION: On motion of Councilperson Salzberg, seconded by Councilperson Story, the following motion was to declare the Town of 

Cochecton as Lead Agency for the acquisition of property for the sewer plant and upgrade.   
 

ADOPTED: AYES: 5  NAYS: 0  
  Supervisor Maas 

  Councilpersons: Grund, Story, Nearing and Salzberg 

 

RESOLUTION # 19 

 

TOWN OF COCHECTON AS A LEAD AGENCY ISSUES A NEGATIVE DECLARATION   

 

MOTION: On motion of Councilperson Grund, seconded by Councilperson Nearing, 
 

ADOPTED: AYES: 5  NAYS: 0  
  Supervisor Maas 
  Councilpersons: Grund, Story, Nearing and Salzberg 

 
MOTION: Approval of minutes from December 30, 2015 meeting: Motion to approve by Councilperson Salzberg, seconded by 

Councilperson Nearing. All in favor: 
APPROVED: AYES: 4  NAYS: 0  Councilperson Grund abstained because he was not on the Board 12/30/2015. 

  Supervisor Maas 
  Councilpersons: Story, Nearing and Salzberg 

 
MOTION: Approval of minutes from January 4, 2016: Motion to approve by Councilperson Grund, seconded by Councilperson Story. 

All in favor: 

 

APPROVED: AYES: 5  NAYS: 0  
  Supervisor Maas 

  Councilpersons: Grund, Story, Nearing and Salzberg 
 

MOTION: On a motion by Councilperson Grund, seconded by Councilperson Salzberg, the following motion was to approve for payment 
the bills on Abstract #1 in the following amount: 

 
General Account   Voucher # 1-6 in prepaid   $  703.17 

   Voucher #7-21   $4,193.00 
Debit Card  Voucher # 22   $  150.00 

Sewer Account  Voucher # 5, #6 in prepaid  $  263.84 
   Voucher # 23   $  187.50 

Lighting District Acct. Voucher # 24   $  380.73 
Highway Account  Voucher # 25-35   $6,436.22 

 
Claim #18 is a noted split between funds, same voucher. 

Prepaid claims were paid on January 4 & 5
th

. 

 

APPROVED: AYES: 5  NAYS: 0  
  Supervisor Maas 
  Councilpersons: Grund, Story, Nearing and Salzberg 

 

CORRESPONDENCE: 

 
Supervisor Maas read off his correspondence:  Letter from Paulene Johnson requesting use of Community Room on Mondays, from 1PM to 

3:30PM for ladies to play Monopoly. Motion to approve: Councilperson Story moved to approve, seconded by Councilperson Salzberg. 
 

APPROVED: AYES: 5  NAYS: 0  
  Supervisor Maas 

  Councilpersons: Grund, Story, Nearing and Salzberg 
 

Supervisor Maas read a letter from Hospice of Sullivan and Orange County. They are hosting Hospice Volunteer training and would like their 
flyer of info posted on our bulletin board and website. The Board agreed that this is approved as a public service which does not require a 

resolution. 
 

Town of Liberty had a tour of the Town Hall and they were impressed.  
 

The Sullivan County Democrat newspaper wishes the Town a Happy New Year and appreciates being the designated news media for 2016. 
 

Public Comment: None 
 

COMMUNITY REPORTS: 
 

Larry Richardson, County Charter Commission.” The Commission held its regular meeting on December 16, 2015. The meeting was 
chaired by Peggy Harrison. Michael Levinson was introduced as the newest member of the commission.  

County Attorney Sam Yasgur discussed with the commission, various referendum options should the Legislature decide to 
adopt a local law requiring staggered terms for the legislators. If the Legislature adopted such a law, they could also provide for a 
mandatory referendum on the law to be voted on by county residents.  If a mandatory referendum was not called for, the electors 
of the county are given 60 days to petition the county board to hold a referendum. That petition must be signed by a number of 
people equal to or greater than 5% of the people in the county who voted for governor at the last gubernatorial election. 

Assemblywomen Aileen Gunther had agreed to testify before the commission but was unable to make the meeting and sent 

Alison Horan, her Chief of Staff.  As with other presenters, the discussion centered on how Gunther’s office interacts with county 
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government and if needed changes could be identified.  None were suggested.  Ms. Horan said a lot of the interaction is with the 

county manager and not departments.  Ms. Horan was asked if the county’s voice would be stronger in Albany if it was represented by 

a County Executive Director versus a Chairman.  She did not offer an opinion.  

County Clerk Daniel Briggs has a different perspective since he has served as County Treasurer, Manager and now Clerk.  

He had advocated for a Legislative form of Government but thinks the Board of Supervisors was more accountable to the residents. 

He stressed that residents should do their motor vehicle licensing through his office since the county keeps 12.7% of the transaction. 

I am scheduled to chair the next meeting on January 20.  Sheriff Schiff and Undersheriff Chaboty are scheduled to present.  

All meetings begin at 6:00 and are open to the public. If anyone has comments or suggestions for the commission, they can call me or 

email me through my town email address: lrichardson@townofcochectonny.org. “ 
 

Sue Grund-Rodriguez, President of the Cochecton Youth Commission did a presentation. She introduced members Eileen Hennessy, 
Michelle Birney and David Blane. She thanked the Town Board for their support and Councilperson Ed Grund for his active role as liaison to 

the CYC. Sue reviewed what the Youth have enjoyed in 2015. They served 66 male and 48 female children. The cost of all the events was 
nearly $9,000.00. They posted a survey and received positive feedback from various individuals and groups. Other town youth groups have 

asked to attend a meeting to see how they need to improve attendance. They have an impressive agenda of events for 2016 including a 

Monster Dam in February; Penny Social and a 5K in town. Their goal is to raise $4,500. She was met with applause! 
 

Councilperson Anna Story: Web site, 5 ¾ hours worked in December; Lake Huntington Fire Company liaison, Elections took place for 
Lake Huntington Fire Company personnel 12/14/15. Ray Evens will serve a 5-year term and Walter Keesler will serve a 1-year vacancy. 

Meetings are the 2
nd

 Monday of the month. A First Aid Class will be held at the fire house on January 24
th
. Preregistration is required.    

 

Jerry Yavarkovsky, Keep Cochecton Clean: absent 
 

Councilperson Salzberg, Ambulance liaison: news; nothing new has come up. The January 24
th

 First Aid Training at the Fire House is a 
good first step. 

 
Supervisor Maas: no report yet. He did work 90 hours and did the duties required of the supervisor.  

 
Kevin Esselman, Highway Superintendent: worked 160 hours. He submitted a contractual agreement to set aside $115,000 for repairs upon 

55.06 miles of town highways, sluices, culverts and bridges.  Requested approval to attend two highway superintendent schools coming up in 
June and September.   

 

RESOLUTION #20 AUTHORIZE HIGHWAY SUPERINTENDENT TO ATTEND ENHANCED TRAINING AT NYSAOTSOH 

Hwy. Supt. Esselman requested approval to attend superintendent training scheduled for JUNE AND SEPTEMBER.  
 

MOTION:  Councilperson Story moved to approve; Councilperson Grund seconded. 

APPROVED: AYES: 5  NAYS: 0  
  Supervisor Maas 
  Councilpersons: Grund, Story, Nearing and Salzberg 

 
Hwy. Supt. Esselman also reported that the HWY Dept. used approximately $14,000 less fuel in 2015. 

 
Hollye Schulman, Town Clerk: 115 ½ hours (away on vacation for the first time in 16 years)  

 A UDC check # 1693 in the amount of $100.00 received 12/18/15 and turned over to the Supervisor the same day.  

 Attended OSTCA meeting held in Middletown on 12/2/2015. New officers were sworn in. I am now the Vice President. 

 Issued 2 permanent and 2 temporary parking permits in December 
 

Gregg Semenetz, CEO: He worked 80 hours and total of 672 miles travelled. His numbers for yearend report to the state are not done yet. 
He attended the 1/8/16 Solar Meeting with Planning Board Chair Earl Bertsch and Assessor Lorry King at Cornell Coop. It was a 2 ½ hr 

meeting. He mentioned debris removal from two residences is being addressed.  
 

Karen Mannino, Attorney: she is reviewing ball field contracts. (Same as last year) 

 Worked 4.5 hours 

 Attended Board Meeting 7;00-8:30 on 12/9/15 

 Researched SEQRA and email to Supervisor; Review proposed shared services agreement and email to Supervisor on 12/14/15 

 Drafted proposed local laws for Gold Star and Senior Citizens Exemptions; Drafted proposed Public Hearing Notices: email to 

Supervisor on 12/22/15 
 

Eileen Hennessy, Tax Collector: Has received $475,926.47; paid Supervisor $215,969.38 and worked 38 hours in December. Her return 
check policy is $20.00 and next year it will be $30.00. Checkbook balance is $259,957.09. 

 
Lorry King, Assessor: absent. There will be a Public Hearing for local law 1 and 2 on January 27

th
 at 6:30 in the Town Hall. (The New 

levels for Gold Star Parents and Veterans.) She worked 28 hours. Assessor’s clerk worked 14.5 hours.   
 

Earl Bertsch, Planning Board Chair: No meeting in December. Currently addressing Zoning for Solar Farms. Solar Farms (for electricity) 
over 1200 square feet will need a variance according to our zoning law. The Planning Board is getting legal interpretation. A Solar Farm 

maximum use is 10 acres; single use; a maximum of 2 mega watts. As for Camps, the attorney for the Planning Board is doing research on 
interpretation.  

 
Michael Walter, Sewer Officer: All is well! 

 
Rosemary Barrile, Dog Control Officer: Absent, 12 hours worked.  

 
K.C. Garn, Historian: absent, no report 

 

Larry Richardson, Upper Delaware Council Representative: The Council held its regular meeting on Thursday January 7.   
Following the roll call, we heard a presentation by Dr. Andrew Kozlowski of the New York State Geological Survey on a 
mapping project that is to cover the Upper Delaware River corridor from Hancock to this area.  The project is being funded by 
the National Park Service. Mapping on the Pennsylvania side has already been completed.  The project will involve walking the 
area looking for significant land formations and rock outcroppings.  The visual inspection will be followed by core samplings in 
an effort to identify the geological history of the area. The findings will be made available to the public.  Dr Kozlowski 

mailto:lrichardson@townofcochectonny.org
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emphasized that his agency is NOT regulatory and only collects data.  Since nearly all of the work is performed on public 
property, he may be looking for some help with introductions in the area.  He is willing to come and meet with any groups that 
would like to better understand why and how the project is done.   

Election of officers was held with Fred Peckham from Hancock elected Chairman, Jeffrey Dexter from Damascus 
elected Vice-Chairman and Al Henry as Secretary/Treasurer.  Swearing in will take place at the February meeting. 

The Project Review committee finished its review of the new Shohola Zoning Ordinance to check for Substantial 
Conformance. A conditional (the Township had not had its final public hearing) positive finding was issued.  Following the 
formal adoption of the Zoning Regulations, the committee will make a recommendation to the full Council, after which time the 
UDC decision will be sent on to the NPS.  The Secretary of the Interior makes the final decision. 
 
The Council continues to explore options for extending some kind of emergency cell service within the corridor. 
 
Actions taken: 

 Approved Resolution 2016-01: Authorizing Signatories for the Council’s Bank 
 Approved Resolution 2016-02:  Contracting with Eckersley & Ostrowski, LLP, for auditing services 
 Approved a letter to be sent to U.S. Supreme Court Decree Party Principals: Stating the UDC position on the Flexible 

Flow Management Plan 
 Approved a letter to be sent to NYC DEP concerning notifications and procedures for public safety below the 

reservoirs in the event of a pending emergency.  The UDC offers assistance in facilitating the coordination of 
emergency service personnel in the affected areas. 

 

Councilperson Salzberg: nothing more to add. 
Councilperson Story: nothing more to add. 

Councilperson Nearing: nothing more to add. 
Councilperson Grund: nothing more to add. 

 
Student from Monticello was in the audience for a Political Science class assignment.  

 

NEW BUSINESS:  

1.   Supervisor Maas announced neither new business nor executive session. 

 

OLD BUSINESS: 

1. Bloom on the Lake Huntington—tabled  
2. Deck- tabled  

 

Motion by Councilperson Nearing and seconded by Councilperson Story to recess for Public Hearing at 6:30Pm, Wednesday, 

January 27
th

.      

APPROVED: AYES: 5  NAYS: 0  
  Supervisor Maas 
  Councilpersons: Grund, Story, Nearing and Salzberg 

Time 8:30PM 
 

PUBLIC COMMENT: No one wished to comment 
 

   
 

 
Respectfully Submitted,             ____________________________________ 

Margaret Richardson, Deputy Town Clerk 


