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A regular meeting of the Town of Cochecton was held on February 10, 2016 beginning with work session at 7:00 PM at the 

Cochecton Town Hall. 

 

PRESENT: Supervisor Gary Maas  Councilperson Story absent 

Councilperson Edwin Grund 

Councilperson Sean Nearing 

Councilperson Paul Salzberg 

 

OTHERS PRESENT:     
Margaret Richardson – Deputy Clerk 

Gregg Semenetz – CEO 

 

Karin Mannino – Attorney 

 

Eileen Hennessy – Tax Collector 

 

 
Meeting was called to order by Supervisor Maas with the pledge to the flag at 7:30PM and he welcomed all. 

 

APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MINUTES:  On motion by Councilperson Salzberg, seconded by Councilperson Grund, for approval 
of January 13th and January 27th, 2016 recessed meeting minutes.   

APPROVED: AYES: 4  NAYS: 0  
  Supervisor Maas 

  Councilpersons: Grund, Nearing and Salzberg 

 

APPROVAL OF THE BILLS: On motion by Councilperson Grund, seconded by Councilperson Salzberg, for approval of 

Abstract # 2 

 

Prepaid: Claim #’s 37 – 46   

 

General Accounts: Claim #’s 47 - 67 
 

Total General Funds: $8960.70 including prepaid 

 

Debit Account: Claim - none  

 

Total Debit Funds: zero 

 

Sewer Accounts: Claim # 68-70 

 

Total Sewer Accounts: $205.65 including prepaid 

 
Lighting District Accounts:  Claim # 40 PREPAID  

     

Total Lighting District Funds: $252.06 prepaid  

 

Highway Accounts Claim #’s 71- 83  

 

Total Highway Accounts $35,837.95 including prepaid 

 

Claim # 43 PREPAID (MVP Ins.); Claim # 60 (Mirabito); Claim # 64 (Callicoon Supply) and Claim# 65 (Shackelton Auto) split 

between funds on same voucher.  

PREPAIDS were paid on Jan. 14th, Jan. 27th, Jan. 28th and Feb. 2nd.    

 

 

AS OF FEBRUARY 10, 2016 Expenditure: 

General: $8,960.70 

Debit Card: $0 

Sewer: $205.65 

Hwy: $35,837.95 

 

APPROVED: AYES: 4  NAYS: 0  
  Supervisor Maas 

  Councilpersons: Grund, Nearing and Salzberg 

 

CORRESPONDENCE: 

Supervisor Maas received a Senior Citizen update from the County with information regarding the tax bill breakdown and county 

expenditures; NYS Retirement System sent information on how the town will process statements in a timely manner for town 

employees in the retirement system. 

 

Public Comment: None 

 

COMMUNITY REPORTS: 

 

Sullivan County Charter Commission; The Commission held its regular meeting on January 20, 2016. The meeting was chaired by 

Larry Richardson. 
 

Sullivan county Sheriff Michael Schiff and Undersheriff Eric Chaboty presented testimony.  We heard a short power point 

presentation on how the position of Sheriff and the word Sheriff came from old England.  Since the sheriff is an elected position, there 

is little control by the legislators other than through budgeting.  Sheriff Schiff expressed concern about the safety, condition in the 

road patrol offices.  Since the structure is an old converted house, the concern is the safety of the officers in an event such as a fire.  

Sheriff Schiff said the plan going forward is to include a new facility at the proposed new jail location. 

The February 17th meeting will be chaired by Paul Burckard. 
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As always should anyone have comments or suggestions for the commission, they can call me or email me through my town email 

address: lrichardson@townofcochectonny.org. 

 

Respectfully, 

 

Larry H Richardson 
Co-Chair 

Sullivan County Charter Commission 

 

 

Scenic Byway; The UDSB held its regular meeting on January 25.   
As treasurer I presented a year end budget to actual report.  The draft budget I proposed for year 2016 was approved.  The 

organization adopted a written procedure for approval and payment of bills as I submitted.  The annual tax forms are prepared and 

submitted.  We agreed to upgrade our annual ad in the Delaware County Travel Guide to ½ of a page.  The Directors and Officers 

insurance policy was renewed. 

 

There is ongoing discussion about New York State DOT not providing lane width for bicycle use along route 97. 

 

The next meeting is scheduled for February 22nd at 7:00 PM. 

 
The Upper Delaware Council held its regular meeting on Thursday February 4.   Following the roll call, we had the swearing in of 

the officers with Supervisor Sam Rowe of Hancock doing the honors.  As reported last month the officers are:  Fred Peckham, Jeffrey 

Dexter and Al Henry. 

 

The committee elections are: Operations Chair- Fred Peckham, Water Use/Resource Management – Tony Ritter, Project Review 
Committee- Larry Richardson, and Personnel- Al Henry. 

 

With the help of consultants, the project review committee is continuing its analysis of the Design Handbook to make it easier for the 

towns and townships planning departments to use as well as the council to use when reviewing significant projects within the river 

corridor.  Letters we’ll be going out to all the member towns/townships’ planning boards within the corridor as a gentle reminder that 

significant projects within the corridor need to be sent to the Upper Delaware Council for review and comment. If there is a question 

about whether the project needs to be reviewed or if it falls within the corridor boundaries, the Council is happy to review it and 

respond back. 
 

Executive Director Ramie announced the resignation of Travis O’Dell effective the end of February.  We are starting a search for a 

replacement immediately.  Should you know of anyone who might be interested they are encouraged to call the UDC office. 

 

The Council will again be asking the Town/Township Code Enforcement Officers to forward a list of all projects and permits that 

were issued within the corridor in 2015.  This is one of the contractual responsibilities of the Council with the NPS. 

 

Delaware River Basin Commission Executive Director Steve Tambini made note that although the reservoir levels are quite high at 
this time the snowpack normally surrounding the reservoirs does not exist.  Obviously there is a little concern about the projected 

reservoir levels come June 1st 

 

Bill Rudge from New York State DEC announced that applications are now available for the pheasant release program.   

 

National Park Service Superintendent Kris Heister announced that they are seeking a volunteer transcriber to help with the oral history 

tapes.  Superintendent Heister has asked me if I would serve on the committee to decide the regulations for how these tapes can be 

used and to whom they would be made available. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Larry H Richardson 

UDC Representative 

 
Councilperson Grund: Youth Commission;  

 All members were present 

 There is a vacancy on the board and they plan on filing that in March with the Town Board’s approval.  

 Looking for a youth member to serve on the board. 

 Skiing, snowboarding and tubing finally started. They went on 1/17 and 1/24  

 The Monster Jam is scheduled for 2/20 

 The Harlem Globe Trotters are on 3/5 

 Bird House building at Jerry’s is set for 3/12 

 Looking into bowling and movies 

 A Penny Social is being planned 

 They are considering different fund raising events 

 Putting together a letter – packed for new families moving into town to inform them about what the Youth Board offers 

 The next meeting is on March 1 at 7pm 

 

Councilperson Anna Story: Website Report – Jan. 2016 

 Added December 9 Meeting Minutes 

 Added Legal Notices for Local Law #1 and #2  

 Corrections to Dec. 30 and January 4 minutes for Hollye 

 Updated and made changes to terms on entire website 

 Placed Town Clerk hours in News Alerts (M, Th, F  9am-1pm from 1/11 to 2/19) 

 Corrected Assessors office hours 
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 Added vendor legal notice 

 Added new website and e-mail address for preservation society (Community/Soc.Org.) 

 Added UDC and UDSB information and Larry’s contact information (gov/county & state) 

 Added Youth Events and sign-up dates to youth page 

 Added Monopoly and Cards information to social organizations page 

 Added December 30 and January 4 Town Board Minutes 

 Added Hospice Volunteer Flyer to News Alerts 

 
Total Hours Worked:   8 hours 

 

Fire District – Held their meeting on February 8, 2016 

 As discussed last month, 2 radios for trucks and the base radio for the firehouse have been ordered.  Radios for 4 more trucks 

and 25-30 pagers will be purchased slowly in the future months.  

 Bond payment on truck is due in April and all is set to be paid.  

 The tanks that have been sent for hydro-testing have been returned. All is good. 

 
Jerry Yavarkovsky, Keep Cochecton CLEAN: absent 

 

Monday Monopoly; Paulene Johnson told Supervisor Maas that the group has enjoyed their Monday, 1:30pm games in the 

community hall with about 6 to 9 attending. Helene Indelicato is the Queen of Monopoly.  

 
DEPARTMENT HEAD REPORTS 

 

SUPERVISOR: Gary Maas 

Monthly financial report:  

Deposited $100 UDC check   $1,005.00 judicial fees   $868.00 judicial fees   

  $1,677.02 town clerk fees  $4,550.00 hwy scrap   $4,350.00 hwy scrap   

  $1,207,269.72 tax collector (8 dep) $466.18 sewer rent Dietz   $466.18 sewer rent Blaso 

  $15,000.00 Transfer Station rent $58.45 stumpage    $13,286.20 sewer rent SWCS 

Made transfer and deposits as needed and gave budget to actuals to board 

Activity: Attended Supervisors’ meeting; calls or emails from Loran Shlevin; Chris Decker on negotiations; Dick Martinkovic; 

Sharron Cardone; Earl Bertsch; Engineering Properties; Cooper Arias; Sent out W 2’s; called NYSEG and got street lights fixed in 

Lighting District; worked on worker comp forms for Michael Pomes. 
Contractual $4,000.00 

Abstract #1 $97.11 

Balance   $3,902.89 

 

Worked 90 hours 

 

HIGHWAY SUPERINTENDENT:  Kevin Esselman, absent 

Sanded and plowed as needed; had some repairs; we been out patching; Cutting brush. 

Diesel 

360 gals del / used 626 gals 

Gas 
225.1 gals del / used 141 gals 

Worked 160 hrs 

Contractual balance is 3,685.02 

 
TOWN CLERK: Deputy Clerk Margaret Richardson 

I have performed the duties of deputy clerk for January, 2016; 50 hours total. 

 UDC check #1104 in the amount of $100 received 1/29/16 and gave it to Supervisor Maas same day. 

 __1___ Permanent and __1___ Temporary Parking Permits for the disabled were issued in January. 

 __1___ Marriage transcript  

 __7___ Dog License Renewals – Check # 1941 in the amount of $71.00 issued to Supervisor Maas. 

 __1___ Game of Chance – Check #1943 in the amount of $10 issued to Supervisor Maas. 

 Other Revenue transactions Kennel License and CEO receipts – Check #1944 in the amount of $1,085.00 issued to 
Supervisor Maas. 

 __5___ Requests for Notary service I could not help 

 Sewer Rental check received from Lakeview Cottages and Motel on 1/22/16 in the amount of $466.18 which was turned over 
to Supervisor Maas same day. 

 I provided new hire forms I 9, W 4, IT-2014 to Supervisor Maas for part time new hire and to Eileen Hennessy for the 

Deputy Tax Collector.  

 One request for genealogy research from Mike Bury of NYC.  

 I recorded minutes for Jan. 13th regular Board meeting and also for recessed meeting and Public Hearing on Jan. 27th. 

 I did a bank deposit on 1/29/16  

 I helped the auditors locate invoices from December and January. 
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 I provided vouchers to Councilpersons Grund and Salzberg on Saturday, January 9th so they could audit the bills. 

Contractual  $4,000 

Abstract #2 $8.64  

Balance $3,991.36 

 
 

Code Enforcement: Gregg Semenetz 

Total hours: 80   

Total mileage: 628 

Permits issued: 2  

Renewals: 0 

C of O’s issued: 0 

Notices of Disapproval: 2 
Municipal search letters: 3 

Appearance tickets: 0 

Revenues: $525.00 

Expenses: $449.12 

Contractual balance: $5,058.88 

Discussion brought up regarding Solar Panel Company coming into the area to sign people into contracts. There is a question of 

assessment, if it will be at full value or possibly exempt. Supervisor Maas told the Board to plan on attending the next Planning Board 

meeting, February 25th. The question is if this is permitted use or not. Attorney Mannino added that clear cutting of ten acres of trees 

requires SEQR and has to go through a full process. Supervisor Maas told the Board that it has to be decided if the Town wants 

commercial solar farms and which district should they be restricted to. 

 
Tax Collector: Eileen Hennessy 

 

***** waiting for report 

 

ATTORNEY:  Karen Mannino, Esq. 

Total hours: 4.9 

Activity: 
1/6/16 Review of Zoning issue (Statute and Email); email to Supervisor 

1/6/16 Year’s end letter to Cooper Arias; email to Supervisor 

1/13/16 Attendance at Board Meeting 

1/14/16 Email to attorney for Eisenstark; Contract prep/email to Supervisor 

1/22/16 Conversation with attorney for Eisenstark; email to Supervisor 

1/27/16 Attendance at Board Meeting 

1/28/16 Local Law Filing 

1/28/16 Certification/Seal/Post of Local Laws (with travel) 

 

ASSESSOR: Lorry King, absent 

Old Business: 

1. Increase in the Senior exemption levels and the adoption of the Veterans Gold Star Parent 
2. Attended a Cornell class on Solar leases in Liberty 

 

New Business: 
 

1. Entered deeds, exemptions and change of addresses 

2. Gave Tax collector a list of new owners and address changes 
 

 Assessor Hours: 24 

Clerk Hours:  24 

 

SEWER OFFICER: Michael Walter, absent 

Total Hours:  70 

Expenditures:  $205.65 

Contractual Balance: $24,794.35 
 

PLANNING BOARD: Earl Bertsch, absent 

Councilperson Nearing reported that there were two items addressed at the January 28th meeting; a lot improvement was approved and 

they will be setting a date for Public Hearing on Special Use for a storage unit located on State Route 52 and Shortcut Road.  

 

DOG CONTROL OFFICER: Rosemary Barile, absent 

Total Hours:  22 

Total Mileage:  56 

Expenditure:  $30.24 

Contractual Balance:  $1969.76 

 

HISTORIAN: K.C. Garn, absent 
 

TOWN BOARD MEMBERS: 
 

Councilperson Salzberg, Ambulance liaison: news; nothing new has come up.  

 

Councilperson Nearing, nothing more to add 
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NEW BUSINESS:  

1.   Deck- waiting for weather to change 

 

 

OLD BUSINESS: 

1. Unsafe Building – debris and garbage at trailer on CR 114. If this is not cleaned up by next meeting the CEO will take further action. 
2. Sewer Department closing on property will be done by mail. 

3. Algae Bloom – no report as yet. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT none 

 

Larry Richardson asked if the camper on CR 114 has a permit to be parked for extended time. CEO said that they do have one for 6 months 
and he is tracking it.  

 
Joan Glase mentioned that since the Compressor Station is seeking a permit for construction in Eldred, some towns are moving to banning 

Compressors. She asked if the Town Board will be looking into this. Supervisor Maas responded that a compressor site was considered two 
years ago on Earl Bertsch’s property. The deal fell through since there was a threat to Northern Bats and there is a low pressure issue.  

 

No further comment. 

 

Motion by Councilperson Grund and seconded by Councilperson Nearing adjourn meeting at 8:30Pm  

APPROVED: AYES: 4  NAYS: 0  
  Supervisor Maas 
  Councilpersons: Grund, Nearing and Salzberg 

 

 

 
 

Respectfully Submitted,             ____________________________________ 
Margaret Richardson, Deputy Town Clerk 


