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A regular meeting of the Town of Cochecton was held on March 9, 2016 at 7:00 PM at the Cochecton Town Hall with the following 

members present: 

(Between 7:00 PM and 7:30 PM for the purpose of auditing bills) 

Meeting was called to order by Supervisor Maas with the pledge to the flag at 7:30 PM. 

 

PRESENT: Supervisor Maas 
Councilperson Anna Story absent 

Councilperson Sean Nearing 

Councilperson Paul Salzberg 

Councilperson Edwin Grund 

Others Present:  

Hollye Schulman --Town Clerk Kevin Esselman –Highway Superintendent 

Karen Mannino –Attorney   Eileen Hennessy – Tax Collector 

Michael Walter –SPO   

 

During the work session Sue Peters from Cooper Arias gave the presentation regarding the 2015 Financial Audit for the Town, and 

explained same.  Town is in strong financial condition, and the Board should keep doing what it has been doing. 

 
MOTION: On motion of Councilperson Salzberg, seconded by Councilperson Grund, the following motion was to approve the 

minutes of February 10, 2016 and be accepted as submitted.  Vote was 4/0 with Councilperson Story absent 

 

MOTION:  On motion of Councilperson Grund, seconded by Councilperson Nearing, the following motion was to approve for 

payment the bills on abstract # 3 in the following amount.  

 

General Account Voucher # 84-124 $16,134.02 

 

 
Debit Card Account Voucher #’s 125 $739.92 

Sewer Account Voucher # 126-127 $880.29  

Lighting District Account Voucher # 90 in prepaid $487.21 

Highway Account Voucher # 128-143 $24,504.47 

 
Claim #’s 93, 118, 124, 125 and 128 are noted as splits between funds, same voucher. 

Prepaid claims were paid on Feb. 12th, 18th,  22nd ,  29th and March 7th,  2016  

 All board members present voted in favor.  

 

CORRESPONDENCE: 

Cooper Arias: Sending a copy of the Town of Cochecton’s Annual Financial report for year ended December 31, 2015 

E-mail:  Sharron Cardone sent her resignation from the Planning Board 
NYS Ag. & Markets:  Municipal shelter inspection report, everything ok 

Sullivan Renaissance:  Sullivan Renaissance Annual Conference, Local Market & Expo Saturday March 5, 2015 at Bethel Woods  

9:00 am with program beginning at 10:00 am 

UDC: 2016 River Clean –up Grants Available – Apply by April 18, 2016 

Dept. of Public Works: wanting to know if the town was planning to do any striping this year if so contact them by April 4th with a list 

detailing the roads 

Senior Citizens: concerns regarding upcoming election regarding Social Security and Medicare and Medicaid 

UDC: Closing Skinners Falls Bridge –Supervisor revised Larry Richardson’s letter and will be sending it out 

GASBY: (Governmental Accounting Standards Board) released 2 new standards, Statement # 67 and Statement # 68 relating to 

pension accounting and financial reporting 

TFAC: (Tobacco Free Action Communities) offering free signs to protect children from exposure to secondhand smoke at public 
parks and playgrounds  

 

PUBLIC COMMENT: 
No one wished to comment 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS: Larry Richardson 

Sullivan County Charter Commission; The Commission held its regular meeting on Wednesday February 17, 2016. The meeting 

was chaired by Paul Burckard. 

 Mr. Burckard introduced the newly appointed County Attorney Cheryl McCausland.  

  DWP Commissioner Ed McAndrews presented an overview of his department’s purview. He noted that he wears two hats: as 

Commissioner of the Department of Public Works (an “at will” position) and Superintendent of county highways (a four year 

appointment). He noted that there are only two towns in the county that are not contracted to plow county roads.  Cochecton is 
one such town.  In summary he does not have any recommendations in regards to the present form of county government.  

  The March 16th meeting will be chaired by Peggy Harrison and Paul Rouis will be a presenter. 

 The three co-chairs have been invited by Legislature Chairman Alvarez to address the Executive Committee meeting Thursday 

March 17. 

Actions taken: 

 The commission members present voted unanimously to recommend to the Legislature that Legislator’s terms be staggered.  

  The recommendation is for a 5/4 configuration with 5 legislators running for a 2 yr term in the next election when their terms 

expire.  After the initial two year term expires the term of office would revert back to 4 years.  I am working on a draft resolution 

to that affect. 

 As always should anyone have comments or suggestions for the commission, they can call me or email me through my town 

email address: lrichardson@townofcochectonny.org. 
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SCENIC BYWAY: Larry Richardson 

 The UDSB held its regular meeting on Monday February 25, 2016.   

 Chairman Rajsz introduced Bill Harris as the representative from the city of Port Jervis and the alternate representative Judy 

Gumaer-Testa.   

 The board viewed a presentation by Eric Rowe of Quiet Life Films:  an Upper Delaware Scenic and Recreational River Virtual 

Tour. The video is being funded by the National Park Service and will be available on their website. 

 Two proposals to upgrade the Byway website were presented; one each by Media Chameleons and Wdesign. 

 We discussed the issue of trash along the scenic byway. 

 On February 26 I picked up 12 cases of travel brochures being stored at the Orange County tourism agency in Goshen. 

Actions taken: 

 Chairman Rajsz appointed a nominating committee 

 Approved renewal of the Callicoon Cooperative Insurance liability policy 

 Approved renewal of the Delaware County Chamber of Commerce membership 

 Tabled the North Country Brochure distribution service 

 The next meeting is scheduled for Monday 28th at 7:00 PM. 

 

UDC: Larry Richardson 

 The Council held its regular meeting on Thursday March 3.  Following the roll call A. J. Schwartz of Environmental Planning and 

Design gave a presentation on the recommendations for updating the Upper Delaware Council’s Project Review Workbook.  This 

updating project is an effort to make the Workbookless cumbersome and to encourage member planning and zoning boards to be 

pro-active and communicate with the UDC office when projects or challenges occur that affect property within the Upper 

Delaware corridor.  Also, when changes are proposed to local zoning ordinances the council should be notified.  

 On that note, the Personnel Committee met prior to the meeting and we reviewed 17 applications for the 

Resource Specialist’s position. 

 I am part of a small committee formed to draft procedures for releasing the oral history tapes acquired by the national park 

service. The tapes will be used for educational and research purposes. It is anticipated that some of the tapes will be available later 

this year.  Eventually all of the transcripts will be posted on the NPS website. 

 The Geo Tourism project is moving along.  It was anticipated that perhaps 300 locations would be submitted for listing but over 
700 sites were submitted, therefore the process of culling the submissions is going a bit slower. 

 The Council is studying the lack of emergency call service in the corridor.  Preliminary investigation would seem to indicate that 

a land-line service would be most reliable and cost effective. 

 We have extended an invitation for our April meeting to Richard Martinkovic as the County Emergency Coordinator to review 

procedures to be used in the event of a dam failure. 

Actions taken: 

 Approved a resolution of Tribute to William E. Douglass 

 Approved a letter to Penn Dot regarding the PA-NY Skinners Falls Bridge closure  

 Approved a letter to NPS Superintendent Heister regarding Shohola Township Zoning Ordinance 

No. 79 finding them in substantial conformance 

 Approved participation in the 2016 Upper Delaware BioBlitz 

 Returned to the Project Review Committee a draft letter to FERC supporting NYC DEP’s request for an extension of their license 

to build a Hydro-Electric generating plant at Cannonsville 

 

YOUTH COMMISSION:  Councilperson Grund: 

 Meeting March 1st. Looking for a youth member to serve on the board 

 Skiing, snowboarding and tubing ended 

 The Monster Jam (monster trucks) were on 2/20 – 17 youth attended 

 The Harlem Globetrotters were on 3/5 

 Bird house building at Jerry’s  is set for 3/12 

 Looking into bowling and movies 

 A penny social is being planned 

 Working on different fundraising events 

 Putting together a letter –packed for new families moving into town to inform them about what the Youth Board offers 

 The board is recommending Kristin Lockwood to fill the remainder of the term vacated by Karen Grund and ending December 

31, 2018 

 The next meeting is on April 5th at 7pm  

 

MOTION: On motion by Councilperson Grund, seconded by Councilperson Nearing, the following motion was to accept the 

resignation of Karen Grund as a member of the Youth Board.  All present board members voted in favor.  Councilperson Story absent 

 

MOTION:  On motion by Councilperson Grud, seconded by Councilperson Nearing, the following motion was to accept Kristin 
Lockwood to fill the vacated position of Karen Grund, term to run until December 31, 2018.  All present board members voted in 

favor.  Councilperson Story absent 

 

RESOLUTION # 27 

PREPAY YOUTH COMMISSION 
ON motion by Councilperson Grund, seconded by Councilperson Nearing, the following resolution was 

WHEREAS, the Town of Cochecton Youth Commission is entitled to additional money from the State and 

WHEREAS, the Town of Cochecton needs to prepay the amount of $394.90 in order for the Youth Commission to receive this money 

that will come back to the Town of Cochecton, and  

NOW BE IT RESOLVED, that the town will pay the $394.90 

  ADOPTED:  AYES: 4 NAYS: 0 Councilperson Story absent 
Supervisor Maas 

Councilpersons: Nearing, Salzberg and Grund   
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WEBSITE AND FIRE DISTRICT:  Councilperson Anna Story- not present.  Supervisor read the report 

Added Agenda for Jan. 13 and 27  and Feb. 10 meetings  

Review and Corrections to Jan. 13 and 27 minutes for Peggy 

Added Youth Events and sign-up dates to youth page 

Added January 13 and 27 Town Board Minutes to board page 

Removed Town Clerks revised hours (Peggy) from news alerts 
Added Fire Department Pancake Breakfast Flyer to news alerts 

Reviewed Feb. 10 meeting minutes 

Total Hours Worked:   4 ¼ hours 

 
Fire District: Councilperson Story – Next meeting will be on March 14 so nothing to report other than to remind everybody that the 

Fire Company will be having a Pancake Breakfast on Sunday, April 10, 2016 from 7am to 12pm. Adults 7 and over $7, Children 4 – 

11 $5, Children under 4 are free.  
 

KEEP COCHECTON CLEAN:  Jerold Yavarkovsky –not present 

 No report 

 

 

DEPARTMENT HEADS: 

 

SUPERVISOR: (Gary Maas)  

 Submitted a written report; 

 Monthly Financial Report 

 Bank Information: 

 Deposited $100.00 UDC check 

 Deposited   $ 1,018.00  Judicial fees 

 Deposited   $ 1922.00 Judicial fees 

 Deposited   $ 1,166.00  Town Clerk fees 

 Deposited   $36,406.76 for Millennium PILOT 

  Made transfers and deposits as needed and gave budget to actuals to board 

   Activity  

   Calls from Dan Sturn, Charlie Barbuti, Cooper Arias,  Earl Bertsch, Engineering Properties, Susan Exhardt, Mark Lewis (DEC).  

Sent out W’3s.  Worked on Audit with Cooper Arias staff and provided Management Letter. . Attended a couple of meetings on 

Solar Farms. Signed documents for Youth Board 

 

CONTRACTUAL                                                                                      $4,000.00 

 Abstract #1      $0.00        $4,000.00 

 Abstract #2               $ 97.11    $3,902.89     `   

              Abstract #3               $723.32    $3,179.57                                              

              Abstract #4               $      $                                                               

              Abstract #5               $     $                                                                 

              Abstract #6               $     $                                                                  

              Abstract #7               $      $             

Abstract #8               $      $            

Abstract #9               $     $                                                                              

Abstract #10             $     $             

              Abstract #11             $     $     
              Abstract #12             $     $        

 

Worked 89 1/2 hours 

 

HIGHWAY SUPERINTENDENT: (Kevin Esselman) 

 Submitted written report 

 Out plowed and sanded as needed. 

 Out cutting brush. 

 Patching our paved and gravel roads. 

 We had some minor flooding. 

 Had a few repairs 

 Diesel  749.1 gals del / used 605 gals 

 Gas  210 gals del / used 244 gals 

 Worked 160 hrs 

 Contractual balance - $3,523.91 

 

HWY Superintendent mentioned that he would like to have the town become a member of NJAP a national bidding organization.  The 

town would no longer have to go out to bid on equip. etc.  OGS are almost finished having equip. that you can buy off the site.   This 

would not cost the town anything to become a member. HWY Superintendent thinks this is a good thing, he would like to purchase a 

backhoe.  He had some prices from this site.  There was some discussion 

 
MOTION: on motion by Councilperson Grund, seconded by Councilperson Salzberg, the following motion was to become a member 

of NJPA.   All present board members voted in favor.  Councilperson Story absent 
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TOWN CLERK: (Hollye Schulman) 

Re: monthly report 

 I took care of the regular duties of the Town Clerk 

 UDC check # 1850 in the amount of $100.00 received 2/25/16 and turned over to the Supervisor the same day 

 Issued 3 permanent and 1 temporary handicapped parking permit in February 

 At this time I would request permission to attend the NYSTCA Conference in April from the 17th -20th. 

 I provided telephone #’s for different departments.  I’m still getting calls for the CEO, Assessor – asking about the Star 

exemption, Planning Board and Tax Collector –re: paying their taxes.  As well as the Justice Court, people wanting to pay their 

fines and wanting to know where to send their payments. 

 Worked a total of 38 ¾  hours in February 

 Contractual balance:    $3,421.68 

 

MOTION: On motion by Councilperson Nearing, seconded by Councilperson Salzberg, the following motion was to allow the Town 

Clerk to attend the NYSTCA Conference Saratoga Springs, NY from April 17th - April 20th, 2016.  All present board members voted 

in favor.  Councilperson Story absent 

 

CODE ENFORCEMENT OFFICER: (Gregg Semenetz) not present  
Submitted a written report:   

 Worked 80 hours and traveled 628 miles. 

  Issued 2 permit, there were no renewals.  

  No C of O’s and no notices of disapprovals.  

  Issued 3 municipal search letters.   

 There was no appearance tickets issued.  

  Revenue was $525.00 

 Expenses $449.12  

 Contractual Balance is $5,058.88 

 

Supervisor Maas went over the information the CEO wanted presented at the Town Board meeting.   
Permits steady, several calls for new construction.  No more inquiries on Solar Farms.  Debris on 114 at trailer is being removed and 

wood being cut up and stacked.  Sent 2 violation notices out for debris.  Cochecton Mills Building, beginning to be rebuilt.  New 

house set on Nearing Road.  There were several inquiries about commercial enterprises along 17B in Fosterdale. 

I believe there will be increased development in Fosterdale this year 

 

TAX COLLECTOR: (Eileen Hennessy)  

Submitted a written report:   

 Tax money Monies collected  $2,364,943.46 

 Paid to Supervisor  $1,207,269.10  Gary Maas 

 Paid to County  $1,100.000.00  Sullivan County Treasurer  

 Total $57,674.36 left in balance 

 Balance CK book $57,723.86  

 $49.50 refund CK’s Pending 

 Worked 57 hours in February and Deputy Clerk worked 3 

 Contractual Balance $2,556.31 

If a property owner pays over there tax bill by less than $10.00 I do not have to send it back 

 

ATTORNEY: (Karen Mannino)  

Submitted a written report 

 Letter/email to attorney for Eisenstark re: Closing  

 Attendance at Board Meeting 

 Transfer Tax; phone call to county; emails 

 Review of Solar farm Tax Exemption material and email to Supervisor 

 

ASSESSOR: (Lorry King) not present 

Submitted a written report; which the Supervisor went over  

1. Old Business:  Nothing new to report 

New Business: 

1. Entered deeds, exemptions and change of address 

2. Gave Tax Collector a list of new owners and address changes 

February – 2016 

Hours: Assessor:  32 ½  Clerk: 33 

Beginning balance:   $2,950.00 
NYS Assessor Ed Class       $110.00 

Lorry King          $48.60 

Total expenditures:       $158.60 

Contractual Balance February:    $2,791.40 

    

SEWER OFFICER: (Michael Walter)  

Submitted a written report: 

 Average flow of 50,590 gallons per day for month of February 

 Obtained 97 % C.B.O.D. and 97 % T.S.S. removal for February 

 Spent a total of 65 hours attending to sewer district affairs in February 

 Expenditures: $881.14 

 Contractual Balance: $23,913.21 
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Sewer report continues: 

Everything in good shape, the generator needs servicing.  Supervisor asked him to have the generator at the Town Hall serviced at the 

same time (which could save a few dollars) 

Need to put out for bid for the sewer project. 

 

PLANNING BOARD CHAIR: (Earl Bertsch)  
No report.  Supervisor reported he had attended a meeting on Solar Farms,--lady knew zoning laws and discussed abandonment of 

site.  NYS all solar exempt for 15 years. 

 

DOG CONTROL OFFICER: (Rosemary Barile)  

Submitted a written report; Supervisor went over the report.  1 dog at large, 1 possible cruelty dogs, 6 persons told to license their 

dogs.  Worked 16 hours  

Contractual balance of $1,706.80 

 

HISTORIAN: (K. C. Garn) not present 

Submitted a written report:  I received an inquiry from a gentleman who researches 19th century musical instruments.  As it turns out, 

a fellow named Ernest Glier, of Cochecton, made Coronets during the 1860’s.  Coronets are like a trumpet, only bigger.  

I checked out deeds in the Clerk’s office to learn that Mr. Glier and his brother (Mozart) lived along the old Turnpike not far from the 
East Cochecton Cemetery where they’re buried.  Ernest Glier owned property there from 1860 until 1865.   

There were no other contacts from the public last month.  Please enjoy your meeting.  

 

TOWN BOARD: 
(Councilperson Salzberg) -  Nothing to report  

 (Councilperson Nearing)  --Mentioned the Men’s Club Easter Egg Hunt to be held on March 24th,at 1:00 p.m. he also mentioned  

The SWCS play “Damn Yankees” to be held on Friday, Saturday evenings and a Sunday matinee. 

(Councilperson Grund) - Nothing to report  

(Supervisor Maas) Nothing more to add 

 

OLD BUSNIESS: 
1. Unsafe buildings:  pending 

2. Sewer Dept. – Property purchase and UV system : pending 

3. Lake Huntington Algae Bloom:  Lake looks great, waiting for report from DEC 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

1. Deck: – will work on it this month so it can be ready for Spring 

2. Solar Energy Farms: pending; residential solar can go on the ground 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT: 

Larry Richardson, town can declare a moratorium if it so desires.  Planning Board perhaps should address Summer Camps.  Gregg 

mentioned last month  (air B & B’s) which can be tents or a property owner can rent out a room in their home (should be addressed in 

town zoning.  He felt that Kevin should get bids to compare to the NJPA program mentioned earlier. 
 

No one else wished to comment 

 

Supervisor asked HWY Superintendent about the new sign indicating where the Town Hall, Fire Company, Park etc. are located by 

use of arrows on sign.  Did he have some post to use for putting it up; if not could he get price on some post. 

 

MOTION: On motion of Councilperson Grund, seconded by Councilperson Salzberg, the following motion was to recess this Town 

Board meeting until March 22, 2016 at 6:30 pm.  Time 8:37 p.m.  All board members present voted in favor.  

   

Respectfully Submitted,             ____________________________________ 

Hollye Schulman, Town Clerk 

 

 


