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A meeting of the Town of Cochecton was held on June 8, 2016 at 7:00 PM at the Cochecton Town Hall with the 

following members present: 

(Between 7:00 PM and 7:30 PM for the purpose of auditing bills) 

 

Supervisor Gary Maas 

Councilperson Anna Story   

Councilperson Sean Nearing 

Councilperson Paul Salzberg 

Councilperson Edwin Grund  

 

OTHERS PRESENT:  

 Kevin Esselman –HWY Superintendent  left at 8:00 

Karen Mannino –Attorney        Eileen Hennessy –Tax Collector  

Gregg Semenetz –CEO entered at 7:50 

   

RESOLUTION # 40 

NO SMOKING IN TOWN PARKS: HEINLES FIELD, COCHECTON MENS CLUB FIELD AND SOLLY 

KATZOFF MEMORIAL PARK - TOBACCO FREE ZONES 

On motion of Councilperson Story, seconded by Councilperson Nearing, the following resolution was  

WHEREAS, the Cochecton Board has determined the following shall be no smoking zones Heinles Field, 

Cochecton Mens Club Field, and Solly Katzoff  Memorial Park, and  

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the above mentioned areas shall be considered tobacco free zones. 

  ADOPTED – AYES 5 NAYS – 0  
  Supervisor Maas 

  Councilpersons: Story, Nearing Salzberg and Grund 

 

MOTION: On motion of Councilperson Nearing, seconded by Councilperson Salzberg, the following motion was 

to accept the minutes of May 11
th

 and June 1, 2016 as submitted.  All Town Board members voted in favor 

 

MOTION:  On motion of Councilperson Story, seconded by Councilperson Nearing, the following motion was to 

approve bills on abstract # 6 for payment as follows: 

 

General Account     Voucher # 266-295 $5,983.45 

Sewer Account     Voucher # 296-306 $9,260.55 

Lighting District Account    Voucher #   $0.00       

Highway Account    Voucher # 307-315 $19,215.93   

 

Claim #’s 274, 279, 287, 293 and 295split between funds, same voucher. 

Claim #’s 266-277 are noted as PREPAID on May 16
th

, 27
th

 and 31
st
 , 2016 

All Town Board members voted in favor. 

 

CORRESPONDENCE: 

NY Municipal Insurance Reciprocal: Accounting statement covering fiscal year 2015:  

Cathy Paty: Chamber relocation guide due by June 30
th

.  (Supervisor gave her the information) 

NYORPS: Equalization rate is now 77% dropped from last year which was 79% 

Constellation Energy: Change in law that will affect the electric bill starting June 1, 2016  

Town of Delaware: on June 10 there will be a seminar/workshop at the Inn at Hunts Landing Best Western in 

Matamoras, PA for first responders RE: Cannonsville Dam 

Town of Delaware: Hortonville—June 8, 2016 at 6:30 pm.  Town Municipal Building, related to its consideration of 

a local law imposing limited commercial solar energy generating facility land use moratorium. 

NYS Association of Towns: 2016 Planning and Zoning summer schools will be held July 29
th

 and August 3
rd

 

Sullivan County Public Health: Sullivan County Public Health Services is taking a proactive approach by 

conducting a Zika virus Prevention, Protection and Mosquito Control community educational campaign to the 

residents and visitors to Sullivan County.  There has NOT been any Zika Virus mosquitoes or cases in Sullivan 

County 

Mega Electric Co. – letter promoting renewable energy 

Sullivan County IDA: In the process of reviewing and amending its Tax Abatement Policies.  This meeting will be 

held June 13, 2016 regular meeting of the Legislature 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT:  

Jerold Yavarkovsky: Catskill Regional Medical Center Grover Herman Division Auxiliary Chair  asking if they can 

hold Yoga and Tai Chi classed in the community room, 10-15 participants – one day a week/  Attorney said we 

should contact insurance company re: liability – are we covered  if the instructor is paid. Supervisor will call 

Insurance Company 

 

No one else wished to comment 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS:  

SULLIVAN COUNTY CHARTER COMMISSION AND SCENIC BYWAY: Larry Richardson   

The Commission held its regular meeting on Wednesday May 18, 2016. Co-Chairman Burckard introduced the 

newest member of the Commission, Sarah Sprague who is the deputy Town Clerk in the Town of Liberty. Mr. 

Burckard then introduced George Cooke current Commissioner of Jurors.  As many of you know Mr. Cooke has 

served in many departments in county government.  At times during presentations the discussions drift from our 

main focus.  Mr. Cooke stated very forcibly that schools cannot continue to be funded by local property taxes.  It 

should be noted that the Commissioner of Jurors is a state employee.  In Mr. Cooke’s opinion the influence of 
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Sullivan County at the state level has waned.  It can be directly attributed to the loss of the hotel industry in Sullivan 

County.  In the old days often times state leaders would vacation in Sullivan County and there was an opportunity to 

develop personal relationships.  Mr. Cooke also offered that perhaps we should replace taxes with user fees.  He also 

feels that the legislators should provide the ideology and direction and that  

county managers should carry it out.  Mr. Cooke also expressed his feeling that if legislators do the right thing and 

make the hard decisions that they are less likely to be reelected. 

At our next meeting we are scheduled to have a video conference with Beatrice Havranek the Ulster County 

Attorney.  She had been a town supervisor and was very much involved with the change from a board of supervisors 

to an elected county executive. 

As always should anyone have comments or suggestions for the commission, they can call me or email me through 

my town email address: lrichardson@townofcochectonny.org. 

 
SCENIC BYWAY: 

The UDSB held its regular meeting on Monday May 23, 2016.  Neither Jerry nor I was able to attend this meeting 

but here are some of the items discussed. 

Items under discussion: 

a)   Request by Catskill Mountains Scenic Byway for a UDSB Tour and Consultation 

b)   New UDSB biodegradable Litter Bags for National Park Service 100-Mile Paddle &  

      other events (we have purchased 1000 bags) 

d)   Utilization of NYS DOT’s Adopt-a-Highway Program for Route 97 (a state   

       representative has been invited in to review the State rules & regulations) 

e)   The need for a debit card  

Actions taken: 

 Approved the treasurer to apply for and control a debit card from the Jeff bank with monthly reporting on 

the activity. 

 The next meeting is scheduled for June 27
th

 at 7:00 PM. 

 

UDC REPORT: Larry Richardson 

 The Council held its regular meeting on Thursday June 2.  Executive Director Ramie reported that the Geo 

Tourism people will be providing a badge to add to our website as a link to the Geo tourism site. 

 NPS superintendent Heister announced the start of the first leg on the 100 Mile Paddle was to be Saturday June 

4.  She also updated the Oral History project.  They now have 33 of 44 oral history release forms signed. 

 DRBC representative Tom Fikslin provided a PowerPoint presentation of their activities.  He noted that the 

chloride levels in the river have elevated a small amount.  They think that the increase in chloride levels is 

principally due to the runoff of salt during the winter. 

 Pa Department of Conservation and Natural Resources representative Tim Dugan said that the department had 

completed limited gypsy moth spraying.  Also, they will treat about 100 ash trees this year for protection against 

the Emerald Ash Borer insect.  Pennsylvania is encouraging property owners to harvest good ash trees before 

they are lost. 

 Sullivan County Emergency Coordinator Richard Martinkovic was unable to attend the meeting as previously 

planned.  He will try to reschedule for the end of the summer. 

 Pennsylvania DOT will provide an update to the public on their plans for repair and maintenance on the river 

bridges in mid July with the UDC as a facilitator. The presentation will be held in Narrowsburg. 

 On June 10 in Matamoras Pennsylvania the NYC DEP will hold an informational seminar on their emergency 

action plans.  Attendance is by invitation only for officials from affected towns and townships. 

 The project review committee will take up the discussion of solar farms within the river corridor. 

 Reminder; at all zoning additions changes, or revisions need to go to the Upper Delaware Council for review 

and comment before adoption. 

 We are advised that MVP medical providers are requesting at 10.8% rate increase. 

 Actions taken:  

o Approved; a tag grant payment to Tusten for design of a multi-generational park 

Approved; a partial payment for a cleanup grant to Deerpark for cleaning up the Hawks’s Nest area and its 

surrounds 

 

YOUTH COMMISSION: Councilperson Grund 

No meeting: Other sports planned 

 

WEBSITE AND FIRE DISTRICT: Councilperson Story    

 Added April 23, 26, 27 and May 4 Town Board Minutes to board page 

 Removed expired youth events and youth Penny Social and added a Thank you.  

 Review and corrections of Minutes for Hollye 

 Removed Expired Legal Notices  

 Added Assessor’s Legal Notices and Town Clean-up Notice 

 Removed expired information in News Alerts Box  

Total Hours Worked:   3 hours 

 

FIRE DISTRICT – The next meeting will be held on June 13, 2016.  

 

SENIORS: Councilperson Salzberg 

Friday SLAC meeting the topic will be geriatrics, and he will be the guest speaker 
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KEEP COCHECTON CLEAN: Jerold Yavarkovsky 

So here's my brilliant idea. Each of us should pledge to pick up five pieces of litter every day.  If we can get 100 

people to take this pledge, that would be 500 pieces of litter per day, 3,500 pieces of litter per week and 35,000 

pieces of litter over a ten week season.  By the end of August we'll be fighting over litter. I can see it now:  "That's 

my litter, I was here first!" "No, that's MY litter, I saw it first!"  

O.K, O.K.  back to reality.  During the past month I spoke with Tonya Martin of the Probation Department. She runs 

a program called "Alternatives to Incarceration."  She said that litter pluck can definitely be used for Community 

Service. However there are several problems - many people who are given Community Service by the court have 

medical and/or transportation issues.  Nevertheless, she does have my phone number and promised to call if she has 

a likely candidate. 

I'm still planning on speaking to community groups to encourage them to adopt a section of road, as the Democratic 

Club has adopted 2.1 miles of Route 17B in our town. 

Thank you to the Town Council for your continued support. 

DEPARTMENT HEADS: 

SUPERVISOR: (Gary Maas)  

 Monthly Financial Report 

 Bank Information: 

 Deposited   $ 100.00 UDC check 

 Deposited   $1,239.00  Judicial fees 

 Deposited   $1,099.00.00  Judicial fees 

 Deposited   $1,745.79 Town Clerk fees 

 Deposited   $ 231.22.00 for Debit Card 

 Deposited    $3,000.00  Tax Collector 

 Made transfers and deposits as needed and gave board members budget to actuals.  

Activity 

 Attended Supervisors Meeting.  Signed contract with Wittcon, Inc. for Sewer UV project.  Meeting with Soil 

and Conservation on Lake Huntington.  Meeting on Solar Farms with residents commenting  and questions. 

 

CONTRACTUAL                                                                       $ 4,000.00 

Abstract #1      $    0.00                                                    $ 4,000.00 

Abstract #2                $97.11                 `  $ 3,902.89  

Abstract#3                $723.32                                $ 3,179.57 

Abstract #4               $180.00                                               $2,999.57 

Abstract #5               $189.60                                               $2,809.97 

Abstract#6                $124.00                                               $2,685.97 

       Abstract#7                $                                      $ 

Abstract#8                $                                            $  

Abstract#9                $                                                           $  

Abstract#10             $          $  

Abstract#11              $                                                           $                                            

Abstract#12              $                                                           $ 

Worked 82.5 hours 

 

HIGHWAY SUPERINTENDENT: (Kevin Esselman) left meeting at 8:01 pm 

 Was out ditching and patching 

 Painted the dump body on truck 34 

 Started paving a few of our roads 

 Started mowing right of ways 

 Had a few repairs 

 Started getting sand hauled in 

 Had a meeting with Nicholas Pascale 

Diesel - 929.6 gals del / used 735 

Gas - 250 gals del / used 162 

Worked 160 hrs 

Contractual balance is 2,795.28 

 

HWY Superintendent needs to place a legal notice  for fuel bids to be opened at the July meeting.  Town Highway 

Dept. had a container filled with metal on Cleanup days and it disappeared.  HWY Superintendent will call to ask 

when the Town Highway will get paid for it.  It was not part of the clean up days containers 

TOWN CLERK: (Hollye Schulman) not present 

 Submitted a written report.  

I took care of the regular duties of the Town Clerk. UDC check # 1997 in the amount of $100.00 received 5/27/16 and 

turned over to the Supervisor the same day. I attended the OSTCA meeting on May 18
th

, the speaker from  

NYALGRO (she is also the Town Clerk from Woodbury) gave a presentation re: Record management (this is a class 
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I will be attending June 6
th

 and 7
th

 at Villa Roma)    Issued 3 permanent handicapped and 1 temporary parking 

permits in May. 

TOWN CLERK REPORT CONTINUES:  

Had a FOIL request in May from the same person that made the request in March and April re: the same issue. I will 

be attending the Records Management Training Session on June 6th – June 7
th

 at the Villa Roma Conference Center.  

So the office will be closed June 6
th

 and 7
th

.  I have had calls asking about the Cleanup days and someone needing 

the hours of operation at the Transfer Station.  Also a property owner wanting to know if there were any violations 

on a certain property ( I told him to contact the CEO or Assessor). I attended the class on email archives on May 20
th

 

in Mamakating. I was also the clerk for the BOAR on May 24
th

.  Had a request for marriage license certified 

transcript. I provided telephone #’s for different departments.  I’m still getting calls for the CEO, Assessor – asking 

about the grievance day, Tax Collector –re: paying their taxes.  As well as the Justice Court, people wanting to pay 

their fines and wanting to know where to send their payments etc.   

 

Worked a total of 125 1/4 hours in May 

Contractual balance    $2,011.44 

 

CODE ENFORCEMENT OFFICER: (Gregg Semenetz)  

 Submitted a written report: Worked 80 hours traveled 740 miles 

 Issued 2 permits; 0 renewals, no C of O’s, Notices of Disapproval 0, 2  Municipal search letters, 0 appearance 

tickets 

 Revenues of $715.00, and expenses of $496.60 

 Contractual Balance:  $3,238.66 

  

CEO -  3 new projects around the lake, New Turnpike – property sold the 3 trailers will be removed.  Stony Road 

will move forward with sending notice of violation to owner on file.  Will be addressed to the name on tax bill. 

Attorney will be needed at the next step.  Garbage on State Route 52 and Shortcut Road (old Rembish house)–when 

the owner leaves he will leave a mess for the town to clean up.  CEO will ask the owner when he is leaving.  The 

bank will be responsible for the bill because it will be applied to property tax bill - the town will be reimbursed.  

Last time it took 5 dumpsters to clean up just from the outside. 

  

TAX COLLECTOR (Eileen Hennessy)  

 Submitted a written report 

 Balance as of June 8, 2016  $4,005.21  Contractual balance $2,451.33 

 Final payment abstracted of settlement 

 Check # 380 to Supervisor Gary Maas $4,005.20 

 Balance $0.01 

Worked 4 hours in May 

Contractual balance $2,319.79 

 

TOWN ATTORNEY: (Karen Mannino)  

Submitted a written report: 

Nothing more to add 

 

ASSESSOR: (Lorry J. King) not present 

Submitted written report: Supervisor went over the report  

Old Business: 

1. Grievance day was held on May 24
th

 2016 

New Business 

1. I will be attending a class in New Windsor NY on Tuesday, June 7
th

 “Article 7 – How to avoid going to court 

but win if you have to”  Class starts at 8:30 AM 

2. The new STAR exemptions letters for new homeowners instructing them to register with the State have been 

mailed.  This does not affect the current STAR exemption homeowners, only new home buyers who had 

applied for the 2016 roll year 

 

Assessor Hours: 35.50 

Clerk Hours: 34.50 

May contractual balance:  A 1355.400 $2,726.08 

Quill   $31.47 

Mileage  $39.96 

Expenditures        $71.43 May 

Contractual Balance: $2,654.65   

 

SEWER OFFICER: (Michael Walter)  

Submitted a written report:  

 Average flow of 40,313 gallons for month of May; Obtained 90% C.B.O.D. and 78%, T.S.S. removal for May 

 Spent a total of 73 hours attending to sewer district affairs in May and 3 ½ days at a conference 

 Expenditures were $9,260.55 

 Contractual Balance:  -$12,199.68   

  

On 5/27   6,000 gallons sludge taken out of the Imhoff tank 1.  On 6/1/16 pump station was completely pumped out. 

Percent removal  low due to weak influent stream.  SPO needs to purchase a laptop.  Now he has to submit reports to 

the state electronically.  No more grease  - now soap suds. 
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PLANNING BOARD CHAIR: (Earl Bertsch) 

Planning Board minutes from April 28
th

 and May 2
nd

 are on file at the Town Clerks office if anyone wishes to view 

them. 

 

Supervisor asked Earl to find out the situation regarding the PB clerk.  Redirect the mail from Lauren Bunch to the 

Town PO Box.  Sharon Erdman is acting as the PB Clerk at this time 

 

DOG CONTROL OFFICER: (Rosemary Barile) not present  

Submitted a written report: traveled 82 miles  

2 dog at large17B—to Bethel shelter, from Town of Bethel to Dr. Nebzydoski for rabies vaccines for the 2 dogs at 

large.  Home to Lounsbury Road dog bite 

Worked 14 hours 

Contractual balance: $1,330.62  

 

HISTORIAN: (K. C. Garn) not present 

No report 

 

TOWN BOARD: 
Council members Story, Nearing and Salzberg had nothing more to add 

Councilperson Grund thanked everyone for filling in for him on Cleanup days.  Councilperson Story mentioned 

Mike Attianese also needed to be thanked for his help on Saturday when Councilperson Grund was not available.  

 

OLD BUSINESS: 

1. Unsafe Buildings: Discussed earlier 

2. Sewer Dept. – UV system project –will be started in the next week or so 

3. Lake Huntington Algae Bloom –Supervisor asked David Neuhaus to test inlet and  is still waiting for response 

but will contact again. Somebody was at the lake taking water samples earlier this week but not sure who it was. 

4. Solar Energy Farms –Zoning laws.  Town Board members will compare Towns of Fremont and Wallkill zoning 

laws and will discuss them at a recessed meeting. Town of Delaware zoning is too vague.  Recessed meeting is 

scheduled for June 22, 2016 at 6:30 pm.   

 

 NEW BUSINESS: 
1. Deck – pending 

2. Banners – Lake Huntington –Banners are old and tattered --Supervisor will inventory flags and get quotes.  

Some have trees blocking them.  This also will be resolved at the June 22, 2016 meeting. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT: 

No one wished to comment 

 

MOTION:  On motion of Councilperson Grund, seconded by Councilperson Story, the following motion was to 

recess this meeting until 6:30 PM on June 22, 2016.  Time 8:33p.m.  All Town Board members voted in favor. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, _______________________________________ 

Hollye Schulman, Town Clerk transcribed the minutes as taken by Deputy Town Clerk Margaret Richardson 

 

 


