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A regular meeting of the Town of Cochecton was held on September 14, 2016 at 7:00 PM at the Cochecton Town Hall to hold a 

Public Hearing re: Local Law 3-2016 

 

The following members present: 

 

Supervisor Gary Maas     

Councilperson Anna Story      

Councilperson Sean Nearing    

Councilperson Paul Salzberg    

  Councilperson Edwin Grund    

  Deputy Town Clerk Margaret Richardson 

 

MOTION:  On motion by Councilperson Grund, seconded by Councilperson Story, the following motion was to open the Public 

Hearing at 7:04PM. 

 

APPROVED – AYES 5 NAYS – 0  
  Supervisor Maas 

  Councilpersons: Story, Nearing Salzberg and Grund 

 

Deputy Town Clerk, Margaret Richardson read the Legal Notice published in the Sullivan County Democrat on Tuesday, August 30, 

2016: 

 

PUBLIC HEARING 

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the Town Board of the Town of Cochecton, Sullivan County, New York will hold a Public 

Hearing at the Town Hall, 74 Smales Road, Lake Huntington, Sullivan County, New York, on the 14th day of September, 2016 at 

7:00 p.m. for the purpose of considering the enactment of a proposed Local Law #__3__-2016:  A PROPOSED LOCAL LAW TO 

IMPOSE OF SIX MONTH MORATORIUM ON LARGE-SCALE SOLAR ENERGY GENERATING SYSTEMS OR SOLAR 

POWER PLANTS.  Copies of the proposed local law can be viewed at the Town Clerk’s Office during regular business hours.  All 

present with be heard for or against said proposed local law, written comments must be to the Town Clerk by noon on September 14, 

2016.  

 

BY ORDER OF  

COCHECTON TOWN BOARD 

Margaret Richardson, Deputy Town Clerk 

Dated:  August _25__, 2016 

 

Supervisor Maas asked for Public comment.  

 Ronald Roda, property owner of 112 CR 116, asked if the Town Board has a problem with the proposed large scale solar 

energy system he wants to move forward with. Mr. Roda suggested if they had no problem that the project should move 

forward and they can work out the language afterwards. Supervisor Maas stated that the proposed Local Law #3 to enforce a 

six (6) month moratorium is so this Board will have time to do research in order to make the Zoning Law for the benefit of 

the community. The moratorium would begin 09/14/2016 through 03/14/2017 with an option to extend it for an additional six 

(6) months. A Zoning Law must be adopted before lifting the moratorium. 

 Larry Richardson commented that he agrees that the Board needs to take time to get it right. The Planning Board will review 

the suggested regulations. The UDC has drafted a letter regarding Solar in the river corridor.  

 There is a question about 3-phase wiring in our districts. Supervisor Maas said that district “HD” is in question.   

 Planning Board Chair, Earl Bertsch is concerned with the possible toxic material inside the solar panels.   

 

No other comments were made.  

 

On motion by Councilperson Salzberg, seconded by Councilperson Story, motion was to close the Public Hearing at 7:29PM. 

APPROVED – AYES 5 NAYS – 0  
  Supervisor Maas 

  Councilpersons: Story, Nearing Salzberg and Grund 

 

Supervisor Maas commended William Boucher for maintaining the Town Hall grounds. 

 

7:30PM: Supervisor Maas opened the regular meeting with the pledge to the Flag. 

 

OTHERS PRESENT:  

Kevin Esselman –HWY Superintendent  Larry Richardson – UDC, UDSB and Co-chair for the   

Karen Mannino –Attorney               Sullivan County Charter Commission 

Gregg Semenetz –CEO     Mike Attianese – President of Cochecton Ambulance Corps. 

Tax Collector Eileen Hennessy   Joe Manaseri – Planning Board Member 

Planning Board Chair Earl Bertsch   Sewer Plant Operator Michael Walter 

 

RESOLUTION # 48:  On motion by Councilperson Story, seconded by Councilperson Salzberg, the following documents will be 

mailed to the State of New York Unified Court System as requested: a copy of the Town’s 2015 audit, local court’s records and a copy 

of the Board Resolution acknowledging the required audit was conducted. 

 

ADOPTED – AYES 5 NAYS – 0  
  Supervisor Maas 

  Councilpersons: Story, Nearing Salzberg and Grund 

 
RESOLUTION # 49: On motion by Councilperson Story, seconded by Councilperson Grund, the following motion made to adopt 
Local Law #3-2016 to impose a six (6) month moratorium on large-scale solar energy generating systems or solar power plants in the 
Town of Cochecton, to begin 9/14/2016 through 03/14/2017 with the possibility of imposing an additional six (6) months, 03/15/2017 
through 09/15/2017.  
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RESOLUTION # 49 

ADOPTED – AYES 5 NAYS – 0  
  Supervisor Maas 

  Councilpersons: Story, Nearing Salzberg and Grund 
 
Supervisor Maas distributed the Tentative Budget for Fiscal year 2017. The Board will reconvene for a budget workshop Wednesday, 
09/28/2016 at 6:30PM.  
 
MOTION: On motion of Councilperson Nearing, seconded by Councilperson Salzberg, approval of minutes from August 10, 2016 

meeting: All in favor: 

 

APPROVED: AYES: 5  NAYS: 0   

  Supervisor Maas 

  Councilpersons: Grund, Story, Nearing and Salzberg 
 
MOTION: On motion of Councilperson Grund, seconded by Councilperson Salzberg, the following motion was to approve bills on 
Abstract #9 for payment as follows: 
 
Abstract # 9 

 

Prepaid: Claim #427-444 
 

General Accounts: Claim #’s 445-459  
           
Total General Funds: $34,963.34, including prepaid 
 

Debit Card Account: Claim # 460 

 

Total Debit Card Funds: $809.29 

 

Sewer Accounts: Claim # 461-465 
 

Total Sewer Accounts: $926.36 including prepaid 
 

Lighting District Accounts:  Claim # 433, 434 (prepaid) 
     

Total Lighting District Funds: $402.77 

 

Highway Accounts Claim #’s 466-477  
 

Total Highway Accounts $44,292.44 including prepaid 
 

Claim #’s 438, 453, 456, 460, 469, and 470 split between funds same voucher.  

PREPAIDS were paid on August 9, 11, 15, 22, 30, and 9/9 
 

CORRESPONDENCE: 

 10th annual Coffee, Tea and History at the Train Station 9/25 at 1PM. “Founding Families of Cochecton”. 

 Letter from Risk Management Insurance – Workers Compensation is up 1%, now $42,000.00 

 Letter from Town Attorney stating the Local Laws #1 and #2 have been filed. 

 Letter from DOT listing proposed projects 

 Letter regarding Lodging Tax 

 The Equalization Rate is at 77%, down 2% 

 Letter from the Humane Society from the Town of Deer Park 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT: None 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS:  

SULLIVAN COUNTY CHARTER COMMISSION: Larry Richardson   

Sullivan County Charter Commission; The Commission held its regular meeting on Wednesday  

August 17, 2016. The meeting was chaired by Paul Burckard. 

 

The meeting was focused on documenting reasons for an elected County Executive.  This effort is continuing into this month’s 

meeting.  The expectation was that each member would bring or circulate their own list and that did not happen. 

 

The Legislature would like to see the commission finalize its work by December 31.   

 

The next scheduled meeting will be September 21st at 6:00 PM at the government center.     

As always should anyone have comments or suggestions for the commission, they can call me or email me through my town email 

address: lrichardson@townofcochectonny.org. 

 

Scenic Byway; The UDSB held its regular meeting on Monday August 22, 2016.   

Topics of Discussion: 

 

a) Revitalizing the Monarch Butterfly Brochure Roll-out and Next Steps – Conway presented the finished product of “The 

Monarch Butterfly: Fostering the flyway by the byway” brochure.  

b) Action on UDSB Website Re-design Proposals – Pontier reviewed that the committee wishes to makes its website more 

mobile-friendly with a new design. He said one exciting new feature of the redesigned website will be an interactive map that 

is based more on attractions than geography. Furdock noted that all three bids came in at the $5,000 budget that was 

earmarked for this project. We anticipate a spring 2017 launch.    Continued on page 3: 
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UDSB continued from page 2 

c) Applications for Sullivan County Plans & Progress Grants. Furdock said she would like to see a grant to cover a multi-

faceted marketing plan including a monthly newsletter, Constant Contact subscription, and advertising buys.  

d) Support Letter Request for Hancock Partners’ Arts Programming Grants – 

e) Addition of an Individual Membership Category for UDSB, Inc.  

  

Old Business:  

a) Upper Delaware Scenic Byway Visitor Center Application Submitted to NYS DOT 8/1/16 –  

b) NYS DOT Adopt-a-Highway Program Implementation for NYS Route 97 – Dudko said she presented the information 

about the Adopt-a-Highway program to the Deerpark Town Board and they are “in”.  

c) Continued Distribution of UDSB Biodegradable Litter Bags –  

d) Documenting NYS Route 97 Roadside Attractions – Pontier reiterated his idea to formulate a brochure around the unusual, 

quirky statues and features that enliven the Upper Delaware Scenic Byway. He was able to count around 10 from memory.  

e) Other: 1) The Basket Historical Society is planning a big festival next year to mark the 150th anniversary of the 1867 

incorporation of Douglas City, which is now known as Long Eddy 

 

Public Comment: None  

We adjourned at 8:46 p.m. 

The next UDSB, Inc. meeting will be on Monday, September 26, 2016. 

 

UDC REPORT: Larry Richardson  

The Council held its regular meeting on Thursday September 1.   

Following roll call, Bob McCarthy and Keith Haviland from Frontier Communications discussed some options for providing 

emergency 911 calls in areas along Rt. 97 that do not have internet service.  The members were shown a simple call box that could be 

mounted within 200’ of an existing power line.  The box would cost $703.71 each, with a pole mtg. bracket costing $175.84.  If a pole 

was needed that would be additional.  Monthly charge would be $36.74 per line. These boxes would only be able to call 911 or a 

backup number.  Who would take ownership of these boxes and who would pay the monthly fee needs to be determined. 

At present six possible sites between the Mongaup area and Pond Eddy have been identified. 

 

NYC DEP is considering the UDC suggestion that in some way fire alarm type sirens might be installed that could be part of an early 

warning signal in the event of an emergency in the river valley. 

 

Pennsylvania NE Region Forester Tim Dugan talked about saving select Ash and Hemlock trees. 

The inoculation is good for 3-5 years and has shown to be over 90% successful. If someone has special trees of these species that 

should be saved, it can be done. 

 

A draft position paper on the incompatibility of commercial solar “farms” within the corridor was distributed.  The topic will be re-

addressed in the next Project Review Committee meeting on September 27.   

 

The Project Review Committee held a special meeting on September 13th to review and make recommendations on the submitted tag 

grants.  The total requested was over $65,900.00 with $35,000.00 budgeted.  The results were not available at the time of this report. 

 

YOUTH COMMISSION: Councilperson Grund 

 Tricky Trunk is 10/29 at the Town Hall parking lot. 

 Scranton Coal Mine Tour is planned for 10/22 

 Raffle tickets with great prizes are being sold to be drawn on the day of Tricky Trunk, 10/29. Prizes include: 1 week at Villa 

Roma; 1 night at Aquatopia; $100 Walmart gift card; dinner for two at the Club Villa Roma; Landers River Trip for Two; 

plus many more prizes. 

 The Youth Commission would like to look into creating a fund for a future basketball court installed at the Town Hall. 

Next meeting will be October 4th at 7PM. 

Councilperson Story commented that the fire company was interested in doing some type of baseball field and maybe the youth group 

and fire company can join together to make it a community effort.  Supervisor Maas commented that maybe they should prepare a 

plan on their future basketball court as to location and how cost will be covered. 

 

Website Report – August, 2016 

 Added agenda 

 Review and corrections to August Minutes for Peggy 

 Added July 13 minutes to board page 

 Removed expired youth events and added new events 

 Added Planning Board cancelled meeting for August in News Alerts 

 Removed Expired Legal Notices  

 Added Local Law #3-2016 Public Hearing to Legal notices and News Alerts 

 Removed expired information in News Alerts 

 

Total Hours Worked:    3 1/2 hours 

 

Fire District – The meeting was held on Monday, September 12, 2016.  

 Minutes were approved 

 Bills were paid 

 Truck 32 had an air conditioner leak that was fixed 

 County Fire Commissioners meeting will be held in LH Sept.28 

 Lake Huntington Commissioners Election will be in December 

 Budget was worked on, Proposed budget will be given to Gary  

 Public Hearing set for Oct. 18 at 6:30 

 

SENIORS: Councilperson Salzberg.  He was not able to attend the Seniors Legislation Committee (SLAC) meeting 8/26/16 
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KEEP COCHECTON CLEAN: Jerold Yavarkovsky – The group has decided to forego buying the recycled small trash bags 

because they are 40₵ each with a minimum order of 1,000 required. They are working on a date for the fall litter pluck. 

 

DEPARTMENT HEADS: 

 

SUPERVISOR: (Gary Maas)  

Monthly Financial Report 

Bank Information: 

Bank Information: 

Deposited   $ 100.00 UDC check 

Deposited   $ 1102.00 Judicial fees 

Deposited   $ 1,948.00 Judicial fees 

Deposited   $ 1,014.54 Town Clerk fees 

Deposited   $ 1,904.93 Mortgage Tax 

Made transfers and deposits as needed and gave budget to actuals to board 

Activity: 

 Have visited construction site at Sewer Plant, work being done by WITTCOM, INC. for Sewer UV project. 

 Worked on tentative budget for 2017.  

 New Flag put in service. 

 Submitted Workers Compensation claim for Brian Heinle.  

 Closed Machinery Capital CD and put in Highway Funds.  

 Transferred CD Reserve for Sewer Capital for UV Project payment. 

 Supervisors’ meeting where topics Large Scale Solar Farms and Sales Tax sharing were discussed. 

 Had meeting with Ed McAndrew on the Transfer Station. 

 The UV System became operational on September 1, 2016. 

 

CONTRACTUAL     $ 4,000.00 

Abstract #1      0.00   $ 4,000.00 

Abstract #2  $ 97.11   $ 3,902.89 

Abstract #3  $723.32   $ 3,179.57 

Abstract #4 $180.00   $ 2,999.57 

Abstract #5 $189.60   $ 2,809.97 

Abstract #6 $124.00   $ 2,685.97 

Abstract #7  $192.78   $ 2,493.19 

Abstract #8  $119.31   $ 2,373.88  

Abstract #9 $210.99   $2,162.89 

Worked 95 hours 

 

HIGHWAY SUPERINTENDENT: Kevin Esselman, away for training. 

August monthly report: 

 Had a few repairs 

 Mowed some R.O.W. 

 Cut brush, patching and ditching 

 Finished up some paving and sealing 

Diesel – 575.3 gals del / used 753 

Gas – 161.4 gals del / used 153 

Worked 160 hrs 

Contractual balance is $ 1,941.08 

TOWN CLERK: Deputy Richardson 

I have performed the duties of deputy clerk for August 2016; 88.25 hours total. 

 UDC check #2147 in the amount of $100 received 8/29/16 and gave it to Supervisor Maas same day. 

 __0___ Permanent and __0___ Temporary Parking Permits for the disabled were issued in August. 

 __1___ Marriage transcript  

 __21___ Dog License Renewals – Check #1959 in the amount of $ 21.00 issued to NYS Animal Population Control. 

 __0___ Game of Chance  

 Revenue transactions and CEO receipts – Check #1960 in the amount of $ 929.01 issued to Supervisor Maas. 

 __1___ Requests for Notary service I could not help 

 One request for genealogy research. 

 I recorded minutes for August 10th regular Board meeting. 

 I did a bank deposits on 8/01/16 and 08/29/2016 

 I downloaded building permit forms from the town website for 3 people. One fellow asked me to stay after 1pm so he could 

give me his completed form for the CEO. *Should the Town consider providing a locking Drop Box for people to leave 

forms, dog license renewals, and STAR applications? The hours of operation are limited. 

 I provided vouchers to Councilpersons Grund and Salzberg on Saturday, August 6th so they could audit the bills. 

 I composed a letter to Fannie Mae requesting reimbursement of $5,350.00 to the Town for the clean-up of property Section 

15 Block 1 Lot 26. (copied to board)        

Contractual balance    $1,557.02 
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CODE ENFORCEMENT: (Gregg Semenetz)  

 Submitted a written report: Worked 80 hours traveled 619 miles 

 Issued 7 permits; 0 renewals, 1 C of O’s, Notices of Disapproval 1, 2  Municipal search letters, 0 appearance tickets 

 Revenues of $725.00, and expenses of $384.26 

 Contractual Balance:  $1,940.96 

 Final Order was served on Stony Road SBL 13A-1-43.13and a notice has been posted on the premises. Now the Town will 

advertise for bids in order to have demolition and removal of the manufactured home and debris piles to commence in two weeks. 

The CEO and Attorney will script the Notice to Bidders. The Bids will be opened September 28, 2016 at 6:30PM prior the 

opening of the recessed Board meeting. 

 

 

MOTION: On motion of Councilperson Story, seconded by Councilperson Grund, to advertise Notice to Bidders to enforce the Town 

of Cochecton Town Board’s Decision and Final Order regarding unsafe building SBL 13A-1-43.13. 

 
APPROVED: AYES: 5  NAYS: 0   

  Supervisor Maas 

  Councilpersons: Grund, Story, Nearing and Salzberg 

 

TAX COLLECTOR: Eileen Hennessy 

 The checking account has 14₵ 

 Contractual balance $2,319.79 

 Worked 4 hours 
 

TOWN ATTORNEY:  (Karen Mannino) 

No report 

 

ASSESSOR: (Lorry J. King) not present 

Submitted written report: Supervisor went over the report  

Old Business:  

1. Reminder to all new homeowners they must apply to the State to receive their STAR check. 

New Business: 

1. I will be attending the Court Clerk’s Conference in Binghamton the week of September 25 – 29 and the NYS Assessors’ 

course offered in Fishkill, NY on October 5th, 2016. 

 

Assessor Hours: 30.75   

Clerk Hours: 37.50 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SEWER OFFICER: Michael Walter  

Submitted a written report:  

 Expenditures were $ 953.16 

 Contractual Balance:  $6,626.22 

 Worked 75 hours   

 The UV system needs some minor adjustments in the wiring of the thermostats. 

 

PLANNING BOARD: Chair Earl Bertsch  

There were no meetings were held for July and August due to no activity. There will be a meeting September 29, 2016 at 7:30PM 

although nothing is on the agenda. The March minutes are not typed as yet. He is going to purchase a recorder to record their 

meetings. The Clerk is on disability. 

 

DOG CONTROL OFFICER: (Rosemary Barile) not present  

Submitted a written report: traveled 0 miles  

Worked 8 hours 

Contractual balance: $930.62 

 

HISTORIAN: (K. C. Garn) not present 

Reported there were no inquiries in August. He will be visiting the Sullivan County Historical Museum in Hurleyville someday to see 

their donated collection of the Republican Watchman newspapers that date back to the 1850’s.  

 

TOWN BOARD: 

Supervisor Maas  

 The Sewer Plant and UV system passed inspection.  

 The algae situation of Lake Huntington is still continuing. Mike Poppolillo is organizing a meeting of homeowners for a meeting 

in the town hall community room. 

 

Council members Grund, Story, Nearing and Salzberg had nothing more to add 

 

August  

1355.4 $2,554.10 

 

Postmaster $ 86.00 

  

  

Total August $ 86.00 

Balance $2,468.10 
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RESOLUTION # 50: On motion by Councilperson Nearing, seconded by Councilperson Story, the following motion was made to 

move $20,000.00 from the General Savings to Sewer Savings as a loan to the Sewer District for improvements. This shall be repaid 

yearly at $5,000.00 per year.  

RESOLUTION # 50 

APPROVED: AYES: 5  NAYS: 0   

  Supervisor Maas 

  Councilpersons: Grund, Story, Nearing and Salzberg 

 

OLD BUSINESS: 

 

The Deck and Banners are tabled. 

              

PUBLIC COMMENT: 

Larry Richardson suggested that an adjustable wall mounted brochure rack would be better than stacking on the town clerk’s counter.  

Supervisor Maas will call the SCVA to see if they have something along that line to offer. 

  

No other comments. 

 

MOTION:  On motion of Councilperson Story, seconded by Councilperson Salzberg, motion to go into Executive Session to discuss 

the contract with the Transfer Station and a highway department workers comp claim at 8:32PM 

 

MOTION:  On motion of Councilperson Story, seconded by Councilperson Salzberg, motion to close Executive Session at 9:00PM. 

 
APPROVED: AYES: 5  NAYS: 0   

  Supervisor Maas 

  Councilpersons: Grund, Story, Nearing and Salzberg 

 

No decisions were made during the Executive Session. 

 

MOTION:  On motion of Councilperson Story, seconded by Councilperson Grund, motion to recess meeting to Wednesday, 

September 28, 2016 for a budget workshop following the opening of Bids beginning at 6:30PM. 

 
APPROVED: AYES: 5  NAYS: 0   

  Supervisor Maas 

  Councilpersons: Grund, Story, Nearing and Salzberg 

 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted, _______________________________________ 

   Margaret Richardson, Deputy Town Clerk  

 


