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A recessed meeting of the Town of Cochecton was held on July 25, 2011 at 7:00PM at the Cochecton Town Hall 

with the following members present: 

 

Meeting was called to order by Supervisor Maas with the pledge to the flag at 7:03PM. 

 

PRESENT: Supervisor Gary Maas 

Councilperson Larry Richardson 

Councilperson Edwin Grund 

Councilperson Richard Schulman 

Councilperson Anna Story 

 

OTHERS PRESENT:  

Hollye Schulman – Town Clerk Brian DuBois –Highway Superintendent  

John J. Keating - Attorney   

 

Reason for the recessed meeting was to review proposed Local Law #1 of 2011 – Comprehensive Plan and to 

address language 

 

Supervisor Maas poled the board members re: the language and to possibly remove the wording “and the potential 

of a natural gas industry”  

 

Councilperson Richardson suggestion was since all mention out of zoning and sub-division laws easiest way to 

address gas drilling is to take the language out of the Comprehensive Plan. 

 

MOTION:  On motion of Councilperson Richardson, seconded by Councilperson Story, the following motion was 

to strike “and the potential of a natural gas industry” language out of the Comprehensive Plan.  All board members 

voted in favor. 

 

Councilperson Richardson mentioned persons were concerned – this document can be changed as the board wishes.  

There may be something out there with the DEC regs.   He said the list for the changes from February 2010 were all 

addressed; and he read the list given to Mr. Shepstone that the board wanted addressed.  The Town board suggested 

that the issue of steep slopes be better defined and he explained the reason for this change.  

  

RESOLUTION # 40 

SEQR NEGATIVE DECLARATION 

On motion of Councilperson Richardson, seconded by Councilperson Schulman, the following resolution was 

WHEREAS, the Town Board of the Town of Cochecton, Sullivan County, New York, is considering the enactment 

of Local Laws to (1) update and revise the Town of Cochecton Comprehensive Plan and bring it current in terms of 

both relevant data and recommendations; to (2) update and revise the Town of Cochecton Zoning Law and to (3) 

update and revise the Town of Cochecton Subdivision Law, and                                                                        

WHEREAS, the three actions have been determined by the Town Board to be SEQR Type I actions, all requiring a 

review under SEQR. There is only one agency involved, that agency, The Cochecton Town Board is automatically 

the lead agency, and                                                                                                                                                

WHEREAS, the Attorney for the Town has prepared and submitted a full Environmental Assessment Form (full 

EAF), and                                                                                                                                                            

WHEREAS, the Town Board/Lead Agency has reviewed the whole action, the full EAF and all other criteria and 

information, as well as public input and submissions at numerous Board meetings and hearings and no SEQR areas 

of significant adverse impact on the environment by the enactment of these three laws areas have been identified in 

the three laws, and                                                                                                                                               

WHEREAS, the laws have been reviewed by County Planning without identification of any areas of significant 

adverse impact on the environment by the enactment of these three laws, and                                                        

WHEREAS, public controversy over gas drilling has some lobbying to include an affirmative ban on gas drilling in 

the new laws; while others have advocated against a ban or even suggested affirmatively allowing gas drilling. The 

possible or potential effect of gas drilling’s adverse impact on the environment is controversial and unsettled and 

any decision to affirmatively allow or ban such activities is outside the intent of the actions under SEQR review. The 

Town does need to maintain up to date land use regulations to guide its growth. The Board will continue to closely 

and aggressively study and address gas industry issues.                                                                                           

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, The Town Board hereby issues a Negative Declaration, i.e. a 

determination of no significant adverse impact on the environment by the enactment of these three laws. This SEQR 

is hereby ended. 

 ADOPTED – AYES: 5  NAYS: 0  
   Supervisor Maas   

   Councilpersons: Richardson, Grund, Schulman and Story 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT: 

No one else wished to comment. 

 

OLD BUSINESS: Nothing to discuss at this time.  

 

NEW BUSINESS:  

1. Levy garbage pick up:  Now this property owner has an additional violation against him.  The Town will again 

take care of this health issue, and the cost will be re-levied on the property owner’s tax bill with interest if he 

does not pay the bill.  (He has not paid the previous bill at this time)  CEO has already sent a letter of violation 
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2. Unsafe building – Buff and Shortcut Road – some will be hired to come in and weed whacked enough to have 

the garbage/trash removed 

3. Meeting with David and Helen Slottje – this will take place at the July 29, 2011 recessed meeting at 6:30 p.m.  

4. Web Site – has been completed and last payment has been made.  Bills now will be put on the debit card as they 

occur. 

 

Supervisor mentioned he has completed the paper work regarding the UDC grant which will allow the town to 

receive the grant money from the UDC 

 

Highway Superintendent said he needs to have the Town Clerk advertise for fuel bids.  Current contract runs out 

August 12, 2011. 

 

MOTION:   On motion of Councilperson Richardson, seconded by Councilperson Grund, the following motion 

was, that the Town Clerk shall place a legal notice in both newspapers requesting fuel bids for the Highway 

Department to be from 12, 2011 through August 13, 2012, and delivered on 48 hours notice.  Bids should be based 

on the August 1-6, 2011 Journal of Commerce.  Bids shall be received until 5:00 p.m. on August 10, 2011and will 

be opened at the regular Town Board meeting that evening.   All voted in favor.  

 

Supervisor asked the Highway Superintendent when he would be doing the blacktop on New Turnpike Road.  He 

responded that when he was finished putting in the new pipe and ditching he would be in touch with Sullivan 

County Paving; and at that time he would see if the driveway and parking lot at the New Town Hall could be done. 

He also mentioned that the ramp extends past the blacktop; and where the driveway meets the road it will need to be 

taken down approx. 4”.  Markers will be put in place when black top is finished. 

 

Back to New business:  

5. Lease for Ambulance Park; known as the Ship Park, Joseph Manaseri has asked that the town take over the 

insurance for this park.   Councilperson Richardson has concerns if the Ambulance Corps. Inc., were to change 

the use or add additional equipment or structures.  This was discussed and will be addressed with additional 

language put into the lease agreement between the Ambulance Corp., Inc., and the Town of Cochecton, to better 

protect the town.  Town should have say over any additional playground equipment or structures and have a 

chance to review any changes.   Attorney said this lease is like the ones for the 2 ball fields.  He will see about 

adding language to those leases as well.  

 

PUBLIC COMMENT:  Brenda Seldin asked about the SEQR done earlier this evening; does that mean the law 

passed.  It was explained what the SEQR process is and allows a detailed look at the process – whether there is a 

negative or positive impact the community.  The law was not voted on yet. 

 

Supervisor explained to persons that arrived late to the meeting what transpired.  There was some language removed 

from the Comprehensive Plan, “and the potential of a natural gas industry” will be omitted.  

 

MOTION:  On motion of Councilperson Richardson, seconded by Councilperson Schulman, the following motion 

was to recess this recessed meeting until July 29, 2011 at 6:30 p.m. so the board may hear from Attorneys David and 

Helen Slottje re: their views on gas drilling and what options towns have regarding same.   Time 7:49 p.m.  All 

voted in favor.   

 

Since the Town Clerk will be out of town, she asked Councilperson Story to take minutes.  

 

Respectfully Submitted,             ____________________________________ 

Hollye Schulman, Town Clerk 

 

 


